Cocktails
Death in the Afternoon
Allegedly invented by Ernest Hemingway after a typically Hemingwayesque
boating adventure, this cocktail is known for its potency as well as its literary
eytomology.
“Pour one jigger absinthe into a Champagne glass. Add iced
Champagne until it attains the proper opalescent milkiness. Drink three to
five of these slowly.” Uh, maybe just one? But slowly, for sure. There is no
non-alcoholic version of this drink, but if you can’t find absinthe you can
use an equal amount of Pernod, Pastis, anisette, or use ½ to 1 teaspoon
of anise extract.
Dark and Stormy
Is it a dark and stormy night? Try this and see if things get brighter.
Fill a tall glass with ice cubes. Pour in 2 oz. dark rum. Add 3 oz.
ginger beer and ½ ounce lime juice (optional). Stir, garnish with
lime, and enjoy!
Sex on the Beach
Found in the punch bowl of many a book club.
Fill a glass with ice. Add 1½ ounces vodka, 1 ounce peach schnapps, and 2
ounces orange juice. Pour 2 ounces cranberry juice over this and garnish
with an orange slice. And maybe a little umbrella. Similar to many vodka
drinks, you can get the taste without adding the vodka, if you want to be like
that.
Police and Thieves
This is pretty frou-frou, considering its name.
First, you need ½ ounce cinnamon syrup, which is simple syrup (1:1 water
and sugar) boiled with cinnamon sticks. For 1 cup sugar and 1 cup water,
add five cinnamon sticks. Now you’re cooking. In a cocktail shaker combine 2 ounces gin, ½ ounce cinnamon syrup, ½ ounce fresh pineapple
juice, and ½ ounce fresh lime juice. Fill shaker with ice and shake till your
hand gets cold. Strain into a chilled coupe glass (or a martini
glass, or a margarita glass, or even a wineglass). Mocktail version: grapefruit juice instead of gin.
Long Island Iced Tea
Anybody remember the kid’s drink called a “suicide” where you poured a little of
everything in the dispenser into your cup? This is kind of like that, only with booze.
Pour ½ ounce vodka, ½ ounce rum, ½ ounce gin, ½ ounce tequila, ½
ounce Triple Sec, 1 ounce sweet and sour mix, and add 1 ounce cola, or to
taste. Garnish with a lemon slice. Mocktail version: just have some iced tea. Or
cola.

